DRAFT POLICY ON THE USE OF PUBLIC AMENITIES
1. PURPOSE OF THE POLICY

The purpose of this policy is to provide for the:

· Effective control of all public places, falling under the jurisdiction of Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality;

· Management and regulation of all forms of events and outdoor activities taking place in all the public amenities  falling under the jurisdiction of the Municipality;

· Prescribe and regulate time and practices on the use of public amenities;

· Achievement of a safe and peaceful environment for residents staying around the public amenities, and the general public;

· Prevention of and regulation of nuisances.

2. SCOPE OF THE POLICY

This policy is designed to regulate the use of all public amenities under the jurisdiction of the Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality.
3. DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this policy, words used in the masculine gender include the feminine, singular includes the plural and vice versa, unless the context otherwise indicates:-
“municipality” means the Local Municipality of Ga-Segonyana established in terms of Section 12 of the Municipal Structure Act, No. 117 of 1998.

“municipal area” means the municipal area of the municipality.

“public amenity” means any park, building, sports facility, swimming pool, public resort, nature reserve, zoo- logical, botanical or other garden , hiking trail, recreation ground or open space which is the property of the municipality.

“public nuisance” means any act, omission or condition which is offensive, which materially interferes with the ordinary comfort, convenience, peace or quiet of the public or which adversely effects the safety of the public.

4. CONTROL OF PUBLIC AMENITIES
All land laid out or which may hereafter be laid out or proclaimed as public amenity, within the Council, shall be maintained and used solely for the purpose for which it was laid out or otherwise reserved. 
4.1. Time Limitation

No event shall take place or continue to take place after 10:00 pm (22:00) on a public park.

4.2.  Personal Behaviour
In keeping with Chapter 2 of the Bill of Rights of the Constitution of South Africa, of 1996 and the Public Amenities By-Law, Noise Abatement and Prevention of Nuisance By- Law of the Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality, no person shall:
a) Fire any fire-arm or pellet gun, discharge any firework, catapult or anything which may endanger or be deemed a nuisance to the public without written consent from the municipality.

b) Cause disturbance by fighting, shouting, arguing, singing or the playing of musical instruments; or by the use of loudspeakers, radio reception devices or similar equipment, or behave in an indecent or offensive manner;

c)  Use of language or the performance of any other act which disturbs the good order;
d) Use, intrude upon or attempt to intrude upon any water closet urinal or other place of convenience provided for the opposite sex;

e) Obstruct, disturb, interrupt or annoy any person in the proper use of any park;
f) Conduct any sexual activities of whatever nature in any public park or open space;

g) Refuse to leave any park at, or after the time of closing, when requested to do so by any authorized officer of the Council, or unlawfully remain therein after the closing time.

4.3.  Damage

Subject to the provisions of the Municipal By –Laws no person shall:
i. Damage, remove, mark, any fountain, statue, monument, bust, post, chain, fence, seat, lamp post, building, shed, urinal, water closet or other matter or thing, or deface or disfigure the same by pasting or affixing anything or marking thereon;
ii. Cut, remove, dig up, break, climb up or cause damage any tree, shrub, brushwood, fencing post, pole, grass  or plant;

iii. Light any fire, except at braai facilities, or burn or do any act, which might cause other substance to burn;

5. ENFORCEMENT

The Council may, whenever it regards it necessary to do so, enter any public amenity at any reasonable time to ensure compliance with this policy.

6. LEGALFRAMEWORK

· Municipal Structure Act, No. 117 of 1998.

· Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996.

· Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality Public Amenities By-Law.

· Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality Noise Abatement and Prevention of Nuisance By- Law.

7. IMPLEMENTATION

This policy shall be effective upon approval by Council.
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